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An open letter To the Australian community: 


In good faith we would like to express our deep concern about our miserable situation. 
For a long time we have been stuck in detention. We are of different races, different 
nationalities, different languages. All of us escaped our countries because of 
persecution or war. Unfortunately, our applications for protection visas have failed. The 
government policy is so hard, so tough - they don't want to grant us protection, even 
on humanitarian grounds. 


At the same time they are threatening to deport us to our countries of origin. If we 
return to our countries, it will put our lives in great danger. But after death, we cannot 
talk to any social organizations such as Amnesty International or the Red Cross. Only 
our dead bodies can prove that we have been persecuted. 


We are so confused; we don't know what we can do. We came to Australia for 
protection but we have got only detention. If we remain in Australia, we will be 
productive citizens in the future. We will never regret, never look back. We will live in 
harmony. We are humbly requesting the Australian people: Please help us. Consider 
us as human beings. Solve our ordeal. We will be grateful to you forever. 


Don't think that we are illegal in Australia. We are legal. When we came to your waters, 
we knocked on your door. We informed the government that we were asylum seekers, 
that we wanted to enter your country. So by order of the Government, naval forces 
brought us to the mainland. So we are not illegal. | 


Of course, when we entered your country, most of us had no legal papers. You should 
understand that people who are really refugees, it is not possible for them to access 
passports or any legal documentation. Everywhere, when a refugee goes to any 
country, they cannot go the "proper" way. Look at Europe - refugees cross borders 
without papers, always from third world countries. In their country they cannot stay for 
fear of persecution. So they have to move without papers. If anyone can access legal 
documents and a passport, and use them to cross through immigration and customs, 
they have no problems. That's why original refugees come without papers. 


lf you look in our eyes you will see naked pain. We are treated very harshly. They 
humiliate us every waking moment. They harass us. Sometimes they even bash us, 
use teargas on us. It was beyond our imagination that such a civilised liberal 
democratic country could do this to us. 


It is our desperate desire, by any means, to be released from this detention. 
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jayden dare (in pic) still learns about his ancestry 
through oral storylines, songlines, and dance's, now 
behind fence lines. Jayden's mother linda dare took 
this picture outside the first fence at woomera 
detention centre. 


(picture and words provided by Noeleen ryan-lester) 
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_ The appropriate address for groups to write letters seeking permission to enter 
the land that Baxter is on is as follows: 


Bungala Aboriginal Consultative Council 
PO Box 3642 Whyalla Norrie 
SA 5608 


The Bungala people are those officially recognised as having native title, but the 
ownership of the land is contested and there are several groups that are 
connected with the area. 


This year, instead of just including a formal letter from the traditional owners, 
there has been a conscious decision to instead encourage travelling to Baxter 
this Easter, to themselves engage with some of the challenges associated with 
what we label "indigenous liaison". Building dialogues and understanding 
between those attending the Baxter convergence and the Indigenous people of 
the area, is not just a job for a delegation, it is a journey we should all be 
making. 


Additionally, we all must engage with the consequences of asking permission to 
protest on this land. Are we just doing this as a symbolic gesture, or will we take 
it seriously? What role does it play in beginning a dialogue, a real interaction 
that can break down barriers? We must have the courage to face the most 
difficult conflicts inherent in taking this step - what would our response be if 
permission was denied? 


Contacts for Umeewarra Aboriginal Media Association 
5 Jervois St. 

PO Box 2192 Port Augusta 

SA 5700 


Ph: 08 8642 2422 


Fax: 08 8642 5720 
Email: umeewarra @ umeewarra.com.au 
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Food 

Participants will need to bring their own food, and cooking, eating and dishwashing equipment. 
There will be NO refrigeration and the temperature is highly variable, so it is suggested that 
people bring along non-perishable foods. Participants should try to plan what they are going to 
eat ahead of time and bring it along. However, Port Augusta (the nearest town) is only a 10 
minute drive from the Baxter site, and the supermarkets will be open as follows: 

Coles - Closed Good Friday, open 6am-10pm Easter Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 
Woolworths - Closed Good Friday, open 8am-8pm Easter Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 


It is also suggested that, where people are not in affinity groups, or where those affinity groups 
are larger than, say, 20 people, every effort should be made to organise groupings of around 6 
or so people prior to the trip out to Woomera, such that they can organise their daily cooking, 
supplies etc in an effective way. Unless you or your group can bring it, there will be no firewood 
anywhere near Baxter, so you should not rely on fires for cooking. You should bring a camp 
cooker — if you rely on gas, bring it the gas bottles with you, as Port Augusta's supplies will be 
limited. Ultimately, it is advisable to bring food that needs little or no cooking. 


Food not Bombs at Baxter 

At Baxter, Food Not Bombs will be working to provide a working kitchen space for those 
converging on this site of illegal incarceration of refugees. We are sourcing equipment and some 
foods to ensure that participants can prepare their food, clean utensils and co-create an 
autonomous zone that encourages discussion and nourishment. 


It is vitally important that people coming to Baxter do not depend upon Food Not Bombs 
supplying their food. Whilst there will be some food that we will work to make available this 
largely depends upon funding and the energy required to source and purchase this. We suggest 
that people bring dry foods, cutlery and crockery and work to pool monies for the purchase of 
fresh fruit and vegetables. Food Not Bombs Brisbane will be co-ordinating the purchase of fresh 
produce from Adelaide so please contact us if you would like to contribute to this effort. 


Food Not Bombs is an international movement of people working together to create a more co- 
operative and caring future through our actions in the present. The major aim of our action is to 
provide food, inspiration, encouragement and information for those of us adversely affected by 
unethical systems of governance and resource sharing. Food Not Bombs works on a purely 
volunteer basis. The outcome of Food Not Bombs efforts at Baxter depends upon the level of 
involvement from those attending the convergence. Look out for our volunteer blackboards to 
become involved. In this way we can create a truly participatory model of decision-making and 
action. 


For more information about the Baxter convergence or Food Not Bombs, or to contribute ideas 
or resources, contact us by emailing steph_om@pacific.net.au or by phoning 0411 557 343. 
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Water 

A communal water supply is being arranged, to provide plenty of water for drinking and 
enough for very frugal washing and washing up. Although there will be a water supply 
available, participants are asked to bring along their own filled water containers (several litres 
or more). You must have your own containers to collect and hold water for personal use. A 
good idea is to use an old wine cask bladder. Small donations would be appreciated from 
those using communal water, to help cover the cost of providing it. No One is Illegal Website: 
www.antimedia.net/nooneisillegal 


Toilets and washing 

Toilets are being arranged for the convergence. At this stage, due to financial constraints, it is 
unsure whether these will be portaloos, or if volunteers will be required to assist with digging 
pit toilets. Don’t forget to bring your own toilet paper. In any case, rest assured, there will be a 
place for you to shit. 


Participants should be prepared to wash themselves via sponge bath (ie wiping themselves 
down with a damp cloth from a bucket), unless they can find a friendly place in Port Augusta 
to shower. People will also need to use minimal water for such things as brushing teeth and 
washing dishes etc. | 


Minimising out impact on the environment 

Try to bring along food that will create minimal waste, and make sure you take any rubbish 
home with you. Be aware that we are in a desert environment, and immense damage can be 
caused by introducing excess water into it. Minimal water is advised at all times, not just 
because it is a limited resource but also because it helps the environment. Remember, we will 
be camping on Bungala country that has already suffered the effects of military testing and 
uranium mining by stupid white men. Let’s not mess it up any more. 
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First aid groups have been organising to be at Baxter and assist in case of injury and 
other medical emergency. We will be staffing a first aid tent and also providing teams of 
roving first aiders who can be closer to potential flashpoints. 


WHAT WE LOOK LIKE. 

If you need first aid assistance, yelling "I need a medic" is the best idea and look for the 
easy-to-identify green cross, or for other first aid symbols like the HMS Melbourne patch 
(red cross with a fist emerging from the top), a red cross, or the words "First Aid" on an 
armband or patch. If you have first aid training or want to help out, come and talk to us. If 
you think you’re going to need a team of first aiders to go with you on any planned 
actions, or if you have any health concerns, come and talk to us. 


HOW DO | PREPARE FOR BAXTER AND MAKE SURE | STAY HEALTHY? 

Existing medical ‘conditions/injuries 

* Bring your medication. Be aware that if you decant your medicine into other bottles, you 
may not be able to keep it on you if you're arrested. 

* Bring a doctor’s letter in case you’re arrested. 

* Bring an extra script in case you lose your medication 

* Respect your own limits 


Drugs and Alcohol 

Being involved in direct action is easier when you can maintain clarity and be able to 
make decisions. If you’re going to use drugs or alcohol, make sure you do it safely as the 
support network and resources at Baxter will be limited. Remember we'll be under closer 
surveillance then normal. Bring clean works and disposal box and have a buddy that you 
trust who can give you support if you need it, or important health information about you 
should you be out of it. The first aid tent may be able to provide a sharps disposal, but 
wont have clean fits. 
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SPECIFIC HEALTH ISSUES AT BAXTER 

Heat and Dehydration 

Prevention is the best cure! Always have a water bottle with you - gotta have it to use it. Adults 
need 3 litres of water a day and the hot sun and physical activity makes you use this water 
store more quickly. Try getting into a regular drinking pattern, overloading is better than not 
having enough. 


Sun stroke/sun burn. 

Caused by prolonged direct exposure to the sun. Stay under shelter where possible and wear 
long sleeved clothing. Sun cream is OK but needs to be reapplied and pepper spray sticks to it 
(as well as sticking to moisturiser and make-up). Now is probably not the best time to be 
topping up that summer tan, so think before you tanktop. 


Cold 
Find a friend to sleep tight with and bring warm blankets and clothes. If you can, bring some 
kind of mattress for insulation between you and the ground when you sleep. 


Coppers 

There are lots of ways our friends in blue will try to control your actions and some of the more 
direct ones can prove very painful. Wear clothing that protects your shins and toes and be 
aware of the cops using force on your "key points of control" (ie. where it hurts the most and 
you will comply the quickest) like the wrist and neck. Damage to the tendons and ligaments of 
your hand can impair your movement for a long time. 


If you go down in front of a line of police or horses, curl up into a fetal position on your side 
(knees to chest and chin tucked in) and cover your ears with your fists, turn your eyes and nose 
to the ground, keep your eyes open and shout for your friends. Your ribs, pelvis and spine are 
stronger from the side. Maintain the thinnest possible side profile. 


Should the people’s protection forces decide to use pepper spray or tear gas, keep calm. Yes, it 
hurts like hell, but the effects are short-lived. DON’T RUB YOUR EYES. Move into a clear 
space upwind where the wind can remove residues from your clothing. Remove contact lenses 
immediately (or think about not wearing them) as they will keep the spray in. Carefully rinse 
affected areas with water, being careful not to allow the water to spread the spray to unaffected 
areas. When flushing out eyes tilt the head forward and sideways and gently rinse the eye from 
the inside corner outwards with water from a poptop or sports bottle, so that the water drains 
onto the ground. Blink rapidly. Prevention is better than cure - mask up if you will be putting 
yourself in a situation where it is possible spray or tear gas may be used against you. 


Look after yourself and each other. BX_03 // 009 


BRRRRRaadrd 


a 


Buses and transport 
Information on buses, as wéll as ride board for those wanting to share transport, is 
available on the Baxter convergence website www.baxter2003.baxterwatch.net. 


Transport contacts: 

Holly - Brisbane - 0415 926 073 

Sarah - Adelaide - 08 8303 5406 

Ashleigh - Sydney - 0402 009 409 

Cath - Canberra - catho@funnelwebinternet.com 

Beck - Perth - 0401 390 179 - 
Vanessa -Newcastle - 02 4968 1281 

Liz - Melbourne - 0413 041 083 


Baxter is about 3 hours from Adelaide. If you are driving and will have space to take 
passengers, consider putting a notice on the rideboard on the website. 


Checklist 

People can make their own arrangements. However, here is a checklist of things you or your 
group will need or might wish to take: 

Clothing suitable for desert environment // hot, dry and dusty during the day, cold at night. 
Comfortable shoes 

Water bottle/container (very DpSHy important) 
Torch or light source 

Tent/shelter 

Sleeping bag / Inflatable mattress / groundsheet 
Pillow/cushion 

Toiletries (soap, towel, toothbrush/paste) 
Sunscreen/sunhat/lip balm 
Bandaids/disinfectant 

Condoms/dams 

Toilet paper 

Sunglasses 

Insect repellant 

Reading material 

Camera/film 

Plate/bow/l/cutlery 

Matches 

Cooking pans 

Cooker/Billy 

Detergent/scourer 

Gas bottles 

Camp stools 


Noise Making Implements [ GETTING YOU RSELF THERE ] 
BX_03 //010 


CWARAAARARRAREA 


[ Xpress ] 


iXpress bicycle messengers operate in support of Medical, Legal and Independent Media at 
Street protests. iXpress messengers have operated in Melbourne at S11, Mayday 2001 & 
2002, Maribyrnong 2002, Nike and Reclaim the Streets. iXpress has members in Melbourne, 
Sydney and San Francisco. iXpress members have specialist skills in the areas of transport 
and communications as well as information and access. 


Operation BAXCON 

An undisclosed number of iXpress members will be present at Baxter to offer primary 
transport, comunications and information support to Health and Medical Service (HMS) staff 
as well as secondary support to Independent Legal and Media. If you require Medical or Legal 
assistance, contact a bicycle messenger who will be able to arrange it for you. lf you area 
Legal Observer or Independent Media journalist/photographer contact iXpress messengers to 
arrange for us to assist you with one the grotind, up to date situation information. iXpress 
messengers conduct realtime situation risk assessments which enable Medics, Legal 
Observers and Indymedia to anticipate and respond to incidents as they are occurring. 


For more information on iXpress, see www.ixpress.org or e-mail 
ixpress@ixpress.org 


// WORKSHOPS + SKILLSHARING 


A blackboard will be made available at a central point in the 
campsite, for individuals and affinity groups to publicise workhops 
and skillsharing sessions they want to run. People are 
encouraged to pre plan for this, so that the convergence is not 
only a site of resistance, but also a forum where we can learn 
from each other, and develop and improve our campaigns. 
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[ LEGAL ] 


A GUIDE TO YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA . 

This is information that has been put together to try to let you know what. your legal rights are, 
and what can happen in you get arrested. It is not comprehensive, and you should not rely on it 
instead of seeking legal advice. If in doubt about anything, there will be a legal tent at the protest 
where you can ask questions, and pick up more extensive written information on legal issues 
specific to the Baxter convergence. 


Useful phone numbers for legal advice are: 

Legal Services Commission Whyalla 08 8648 8060 
Legal Services Commission Adelaide 08 8643 3555 
Spencer Gulf Community Legai Service 08 8633 6000 
Women’s Legal Service 08 8231 8929 


Over the Easter weekend there will be telephone legal support — phone numbers will be put on 
the website and given out at convergence in Adelaide and at Baxter. 


Practical tips: 
Although the main point of this flyer is to provide information about your legal rights and arrest. 
Police may not use arrest as a tactic — they may simply use violence to disrupt any protest. 


Things to keep in mind include: 

* Wear practical clothes, remove any jewellery or piercings and tie your hair back. Don’t wear 
pants that require a belt — it will be confiscated if you are arrested. 

* If you are arrested and none of your mates are around, yell out your name to whoever is around 
and tell them to.tell the legal crew. 

* If you see someone being arrested, try and find out who they are, where they are being taken 
(ensure you are not hindering police — see below) and if you can do anything to help them. Let 
others know what has happened. 

* If you see any police violence, after helping any injured people, try to find out the names of 
those involved (protestors and police), and write down detailed notes about what you saw. Let 
the people involved know you have done this, in case they later want to make a complaint. 

* If you are arrested, or subjected to violence, write down detailed notes about what happened as 
soon as possible. 

* If you are injured, see a doctor as soon as you can, take photos of any injuries, and get a 
medical report. 

* The legal group is only a small group, and we can’t do legal observation — your affinity group 
should ensure arrested members are taken care of. It is a good idea to have someone watch 
your arrest, take care of your stuff, follow you to the police station etc. 
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Do | wish to engage in arrestable actions? 

You should make a decision about whether you want to engage in an arrestable action. There 
might be political advantages to doing so, and there could also be personal consequences. 
These include possible imprisonment, fines, damage to future employment prospects, or 
limitations on overseas travel. Plan and be prepared. 


Do | have to give my name and address to police when asked? 

Yes — it is an offence to refuse to give your name and address, to fail to produce ID when 
asked, or to give a false name or produce fake ID. You also have to give the name of the 
driver of a car, if police ask. You have the right to ask the police officer their name and rank — 
remember or write down what they say. 


Can police search me? 

Even before you are arrested, police can search you in certain situations. This includes where 
they believe you have something on you that it is an offence to carry, such as a weapon or 
even a spray can. If you’re arrested, police can search you and take anything found on you. If 
you’re uncomfortable with the sex of the person who is searching you, say something. 


Can police confiscate my stuff? 
In general, police should only take your stuff if they believe it's connected to an offence. 


Do | have to go with police? Z 
You don't have to go anywhere with police unless you have been arrested. lf you are not sure 
whether you have been arrested, ask. 


When can | be arrested? 

You can be arrested if the police find you committing an offence, or if they have a reasonable 
suspicion that you have committed or are about to commit an offence. We have included a list 
of some possible offences below. 


What does it mean to be under arrest? 

Being arrested means you are taken into police custody. Police can use reasonable force to 
arrest you. Resisting can lead to a charge of resisting arrest — see below. After you are 
arrested, police will usually take you to the nearest police station (in Port Augusta) for an 
interview. They will either charge you with an offence or release you. If you have been held for 
a while and not charged, ask to be released. If you are charged, make sure you get a copy of 
the charge sheet. 


What are my rights if arrested? 

You have the right to call a friend/relative AND call a lawyer. Legal support phone numbers to 
follow. You have the right to have a friend/relative AND lawyer with you while being 
questioned by police. 
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Answering police questions 

Apart from giving police you name and address you do not have to answer any questions. 
Important — it is best to say "no comment" when police question you. Palice will always write 
down or record conversations with you — there are no "off the record" conversation with 
poles 


Interpreters 
lf English isn’t your first language you have a right to an interpreter. Make sure anyone in 
custody with you who might need an interpreter is aware of this right. 


If you’re under 18 
Police shouldn’t interview you without an adult. You have the right to have an adult you trust 
with you. 


Aboriginal or Torres Straight Islanders 

Ask to have a field officer from the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement (ALRM) present. Police 
must make every effort to find a field officer. ALRM will provide legal advice or help with bail if 
you want them to. 


Bail | 

Bail is a promise that you will turn up to your court proceedings, in return for which the police 
will release you from custody. Police must inform you of how to go about getting released on 
bail. 


Important — it is standard in SA to impose a bail condition that you must not leave the state — if 
you are from interstate you should ask the police to change this. Bail can only be refused 
where police think you might not turn up to court, that you might commit a violent crime if 
released or if there is an outstanding warrant for you arrest. If the police refuse you bail, you 
must be taken to a magistrate on the next working day. 


Sometimes police will try to impose special bail conditions — eg, that you must not return to 
the camp. They can also ask for someone to guarantee that you will comply with the 
conditions of your bail. You can agree with these conditions if you want. You shouldn't agree 
to conditions that are unreasonable or repressive. 


If you don’t agree with the conditions you can attempt to negotiate with police, or refuse bail. If 
you refuse bail, the police won't release you. They must take you before a Magistrate on the 
next working day, where you can argue against the special conditions (bear in mind that it’s 
Easter so Monday is a public holiday). 


Be careful — it is an offence to breach-bail conditions. This includes committing further crimes 
while on bail. If arrested again, you may have trouble getting bail. | 7 
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Possible offences 

What you are arrested for will depend on the kind of action you take, and the tactics the police 
decide to use. Remember, just getting charged with an offence does not mean you will.be 
found guilty — you may have a defence. Possible offences include: 
*Touching the fence — the fuzz have informed contacts in Adelaide that protestors will be 
arrested for so much as touching the fence that surrounds the Baxter detention centre. -. 

* Trespass — it is an offence to remain on premises after you have been asked to leave. It is a 
more serious offence if you trespass with the intention of committing another offence (eg., 
criminal damage). 

* Disobeying an order to move on or disperse — it is an offence if a police officer requests that 
people move on and they don’t. This is a commonly used "protest offence" in SA. 

* Assaulting police — it is an offence to assault a police officer — this can include both physical 
and verbal assault (eg, threatening them with violence). 

* Resisting arrest — this includes struggling while being arrested, running away or trying to 
prevent the arrest of a friend. It is an offence to resist arrest even where you do not believe 
you have committed an offence. It is common for police to charge people with resisting arrest, 
even where they are not charged with the offence they were arrested for. 

* Obstructing police — it is an offence to interfere with a police officer in such a way as to make 
it substantially more difficult for them to do their job. 

* Graffiti — doing graffiti or putting up posters or stickers on buildings, structures, roads or 
paved surfaces is an offence. You can even be guilty of this crime for merely distributing the 
posters. 

* Damage to Property — it is an offence to damage the property of another person. 

* Obstruction of roads and other public places. 

* Disorderly, offensive or indecent language or conduct — this includes swearing or singing 
obscene lyrics, even if such language is often used on TV. 


Each of the offences listed above have specific requirements that are not mentioned. There 
are also a number of other possible offences. Please seek legal advice if charged with any 
offence, or come and talk to the legal group if you want some more details. 


Legal commonsense (i.e NOT legal advice, but stuff we reckon is a little bit useful) 

* Doing stuff in groups lowers your probability of being busted/arrested/beaten. 

* Doing illegal stuff in front of the cops may make you feel very tough, but is generally a bad 
idea if you are looking to avoid unnecessary arrest. Keep a watch on the fuzz as you go about 
your daily activities at the protest camp. 
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At every large-scale protest, there are likely to be provocateurs present. There is nothing 
spectacular about this — it is standard police procedure to infiltrate cops into crowds and try 
and pass them off as protesters. Most of the time, they do it very clumsily, sometimes they're 
better at it. There’s no reason to get paranoid, but every reason to keep focused on what it is 
you are there to achieve, and to ensure that this is done as safely and securely as possible for 
everyone involved. The main thing is to stay focused on why you are protesting and to decide 
how you want to protest. 


The aims of provocateurs and infiltrators can differ. From spreading disinformation which has 
the purpose of distracting and taking the protests "off the rail" (either by ending itor 
endangering it), to getting information on who is involved in particular actions and what those 
actions.might be, to targeting people whom they see as key for arrest. 


Bear in mind that accusing anyone of being a provocateur is a heavy charge. It could just be 
that they are inexperienced, foolish or have different idea to protesting that you do. In any 
case, you do not want to spend your time spotting the provocateurs — this can also be 
debilitating. We ail need to be aware of it, and get on with what each of us came to do. 


During many protests, there are times when panic can set in (when there are arrests, when 
police use heavy tactics). Take a deep breath, stay focused. In situations like this, it’s often 
easiest for provocateurs to move in because some people are already feeling vulnerable and 
looking for direction. This is why you must take a moment and think, talk to your group, and 
consciously decide what it is you want to do. You have to decide for yourself rather than let 
someone push you into something. 


Don’t get people arrested. Provocateurs are not always aiming to brining the protests to an 


end through danger. Most of the time, they are checking out who is doing what, getting 
names, and so on. So, if people have not publicly announced an action they are doing, do not 


PROVOCATEURS 


pass it along. 
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As important as being open about information is, be aware that at times "information" can 
actually be disinformation — sometimes passed down a long line of people and you won't know 
the original source of it, even if the last person who told you might be close to you. Think not 
only about the content of the information (whether it’s information, opinion or rumour), but also 
about what the effect of any piece of "information" might be, why anyone would have that info, 
etc. For instance, be wary of "info" about supposedly "secret" police tactics — it is more likely 
that someone is trying to boost their ego and standing by revealing "important secrets" (and 
the police have planted disinfo for that reason) that the police have divulged their plans to 
anyone. 


Just because someone else’s ideas on how to do things may be different to yours does not 
mean they are a provocateur. It is neither ethical nor fair to use the charge of provocateur 
against those whom you have political differences with. The difference between a provocateur 
and someone who has a genuine commitment to certain kinds of tactics lies in whether or not 
they insist that everyone has to do something. Anyone who takes responsibility for their own 
actions, who goes ahead and does what they think should be done, is not a provocateur. A 
provocateur will try to draw everyone into dangerous situations without their having made a 
decision to do so. A provocateur might also demand that everyone abandon a location so as to 
leave some people isolated. This is why your first and most secure point of reference should 
be your affinity group, people you trust, people who you’ve worked with — not the person who 
shouts the loudest in a large crowd. 


\\ DIS | NFORM ATION ] 
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media // baxter 


Baxter 2003 does not have spokespeople who speak on behalf of everyone who will make the °- 
journey. This is not to say you can't talk to or engage with the media: Doing media work can be 
quite important. Just remember a few important points... 


Speak for yourself - it's important to remember when doing media work that you can never be 
sure of other people's reasons for participating. You should make it clear that you are speaking 
only on behalf of yourself or your group and not anyone else. Be careful - the media will 
generally try to make anyone who speaks to them regarding a protest or event into the 
‘leadership’ of that event. 


Remember why you are speaking to the media. When doing interviews or media work, try to 
keep to the point. Often, events like Baxter 2003 become trivialised in the media. Write down 
your points prior to doing media. If trivial or distracting issues are brought up, ignore them and 
answer a question you want to address. 


[ indy.media |] 
What is Indymedia? in a sense, there isn't one answer to this question because Indymedia is what 
“people (including you) make of it. At its most basic level, Indymedia is a collection of websites 
dedicated to allowing people to publish their own version of news, events, and history. It is a self- 
publishing system that allows you to put images, stories, audio files, movies - what ever you want 
- onto the Indymedia website, and out to the world. 


There are-over 100 Indymedia websites around the world, including a global site that compiles 
stories from all of the sites. On any given day, tens of thousands of people visit the Indymedia 
websites to read, see and hear the stories and voices left out of the "mainstream" media. It might 
sound tricky, but putting your news and views on the Indymedia website is really easy. On the 
front page of every Indymedia website (the Melbourne one in the case of the Baxter protest) there 
is a link called "publish" on the top right hand side. Just click on that and follow the instructions 
and your story will be published. 


Australia Indymedia collectives will be coming together for the Baxter2003 camp to set up an 
Indymedia Centre. This centre will have several compulels for people to use, as well as a space 
for people to meet and exchange information. 


The deal: Indymedia will have a series of computers set up in a marked tent for people to use. 
Unfortunately, these won't be directly connected to the internet. What we will do is take stories 
that are saved into the baxter.indymedia folder on the desktop, and then upload them from our 
secure online computer twice a day (lunchtime and early evening). 


ARAL 


So, all you have to do is come to the Indymedia tent, save your story to the baxter.indymedia 
folder (remembering to put an author and title at the top of the page), and voila! If you have a 
digital camera, mini disc, or video camera, then please bring your driver software so that the 
laptops can access them. We don't have a fast connection, so video and audio will be uploaded 
late at night or during slow periods. When saving an image, audio or video file, please save it in 
its own folder with a text file stating the title, author, caption, and text if any. 


The Indymedia Phone System: Despite the widespread acceptance of the internet as a news 
resource in the developed world, there are many occasions where access to computers is 
limited or non-existant. In such circumstances, a more ‘low-tech’ solution is called for. The 
indymedia phone system allows anyone with access to a telephone to submit reports to 
indymedia. Reports are submitted to indymedia as audio files and uploaded onto the newswire. 
It's just like leaving a message on an answering machine. The number to call to make a voice 
report is 03 9343 6697. This number currently services the Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, and 
Brisbane IndyMedia sites. 


It may be a good idea to write down your report on paper first, then read it out over the phone. 
This system can be used for interviews - just pass the phone between yourself and the 
interviewee (make sure they speak clearly). for more info go to 
http://spacestation.mine.nu:8081/pimp/ 


Indymedia sites: adelaide.indymedia.org, melbourne.indymedia.org, sydney.indymedia.org, 
brisbane.indymedia.org, indymedia.org (global) 


[ debrief ] 


After Baxter 2003 We will all have stories of this event to share. Through telling our stories of 
Baxter 2003, we can strengthen ourselves and our movements by taking the time to reflect on 
our actions and learn from each other. Post-action debriefing gatherings are a way for us to 
connect with each other, tell our stories, and share strategies for self-care. 


Affinity groups are a good forum to debrief in, and people are encouraged to organise time to 
talk after the convergence within their affinity groups. Also, a facilitated gathering will be held on 
Sunday 27th April at 2pm at Irene Warehouse 5 Pitt St Brunswick. About the facilitator: Elvira 
Griffith is an activist, community worker and member of Pt'chang. She has participated in the 
human rights campaign centred on Woomera in 2001 and 2002. Elvira has been facilitating 
debriefings after events for the last 3 years, and is honoured and inspired by the stories that 
people share. 


For further info on the baxter convergence, check out www.baxter2003.baxterwatch.net 


grace and monkey made a book. leigh helped. BX_03 // 01 9 
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